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Are Kids getting High off your Air Conditioner?  

In talking with Local Boise resident Scott Barton he warned that he 

had turned on his air conditioner last spring and it did not work.  He 

had an HVAC Technician come out to check and there was no 

refrigerant in it.  They re-charged the system and got it all working 

again.  Two weeks later it was blowing warm air.  What he found 

was that his step daughter and friends were leaking it out into bags 

and “HUFFING” the refrigerant to get high.  What could be done to 

prevent this dangerous thing from recurring, or even better yet 

prevent it from happening to others? 

I talked to Nick Drake of Drake Mechanical Inc., to see if he had 

any feedback for the issue and he had some good ideas.  One, Put a 

padlock on your back gate to prevent trespassing kids from taking 

the refrigerant in the middle of the night.  Two, have your heating 

and cooling contractor come out and install theft resistant “Cop 

Caps” on the test ports at the condensing unit.  Three, please 

educate your children about the dangers of Refrigerant inhalation.  

It is deadly and dangerous.  It can kill on the first time! Refrigerant 

does not get you high, it only starves the brain and body of oxygen 

making you feel dizzy and lightheaded.  In light of the teenager that 

drown in Star Idaho last year after huffing Freon this is an 

important issue for me, Especially since I have children of my own.   

Death is not a laughing matter!  Let’s keep our children healthy and 

our homes cool this summer. 
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Please maintain your heating and 

cooling system. Keeping your filters 

changed and having it serviced yearly 

will help it run more efficiently saving 

you money up front and reduces the 

chances of it breaking down when you 

least expect it.  If you wait until it 

quits it will quit on you in worst time 

possible.  Such as when it is 110 

degrees or -15 degrees.  Preventative 

maintenance is the best medicine you 

can use to stay comfortable year 

around.   

 

“If it can go wrong it will go wrong at 

the worst possible time” –Murphy’s 

Law 
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SPRING AIR-CONDITIONING MAINTENANCE 

It is that time of year again. In order to save money on your utilities and help your 

system last as long as possible it needs regular yearly maintenance.  It is very similar to 

getting the oil changed on your car.  If you don’t change your oil your car won’t last 

very long or run very well.   Soooo, It’s time to get your air conditioning system 

serviced and cleaned which includes the following: 

1. Clean condenser and check for coil damage. Dirt, Grass or any foreign material on 

the condenser reduces the ability for heat to transfer so the unit has to run longer and 

costs you money. 

2. Check all operating pressures of the refrigerant. Improper refrigerant charge can 

damage the compressor or lower the efficiency of the system and cause a higher electric 

bill 

3. Test compressor and motors for voltage and amperage draws. This extends the life of 

your compressor and major electrical components of your system. 

4. Test all safety features. This is essential for proper equipment operation and insures 

that your system will shut down if there is ever a problem. 

5. Lubricate all moving parts as per manufacturer’s specification. Poor lubrication 

causes components to drag and create electrical overload which results in higher bills 

and equipment failure. 

6. Check all ducts for leaks. Duct leaks in non-conditioned areas will cause poor system 

performance and improper heating/cooling results in energy bills 

7. Test temperature differences, this double checks efficient operation of unit. 

8. Check blower assembly. By maintaining proper alignment and making sure all 

components are clean you will insure adequate airflow and increase your comfort. 

9. Check all filters. Dirty or blocked filters can cause reduced air flow and shorten the 

life of the compressor. 

10. Apply environmental sealer to condensing unit, helps to protect unit from exposure 

to the elements  

   

What is a Permit? And why do I need one? 

 

A Permit allows the contractor to perform specific 

construction and/or install work.  Permits are 

assigned a unique document number which is 

required when requesting inspections and approval 

or work.  The law requires you to permit your 

electrical, plumbing, and HVAC work with the 

Division of Building Safety to ensure compliance 

with proper installation and safety standards. This 

insures that the work done to your home is done 

correctly and up to the current code for the state.  
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COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS THAT DRAKE 

MECHANICAL SUPPORTS: 
 

EL KORAH SHRINER’S (SHRINER’S HOSPITALS 

FOR CHILDREN) 
http://www.elkorah.org 

 

BOISE NOON OPTIMIST YOUTH FOOTBALL 

 http://www.boiseoptimist.org/ 
 
NAMPA VALLEY LITTLE LEAGUE 
http://www.nampavalleylittleleague.com/ 

 
GENESIS WORLD MISSION 

http://www.genesisworldmission.org/ 

 
 

YOU CAN ALSO FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

AND TWITTER, CHECK OUT OUR BLOG AT 

www.drakemechanical.com/blog FOR OFTEN 

UPDATED EDUCATIONAL ARTICLES. 
 

FACEBOOK:  

www.facebook.com/drake.mechanical 
 

TWITTER: 

http://twitter.com/DrakeMech 

http://www.elkorah.org/
http://www.boiseoptimist.org/
http://www.genesisworldmission.org/
http://www.drakemechanical.com/blog
http://www.facebook.com/drake.mechanical
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  Did you remember to take the hoses off 

of your hose bibs this winter?  If not 

check the crawl for leaking water from 

broken hose bibs the first time you use 

them. 

 Open crawl space vents.  If you 

remembered to close your crawlspace 

vents and or plugged them off or 

covered them it is time to open them up 

and let the underside of your house dry 

out preventing mold and mildew growth 

 Service your air conditioning system and 

have it checked over before the cooling 

season hits full on.   That way you can 

hopefully avoid any problems the first 

time it gets hot out and really works 

your ac 

 Check and change if necessary your 

furnace filter, the furnace filter still 

needs maintained as your blower still 

runs with your air conditioner 

 Pull large weeds/grass and plants away 

from your outdoor air conditioning unit 

to ensure that it can get good airflow and 

work properly and efficiently. 

 If you have yard sprinklers then you 

should have a backflow preventer to 

prevent the back flush of poisonous 

water into your drinking water supply, 

the backflow preventer should be 

checked for proper operation every year. 

 Check your crawlspace for unusual 

amounts of water or moisture that could 

be ground water with as much rain as we 

have had or a potential leak in your 

plumbing system. 

 

 

 

ENERGY EFFICIENT HEATING AND 

COOLING SYSTEMS THAT WILL 

SAVE YOU MONEY! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring things to do around the house!

  

 

 

 

 

HANDYMAN VS. LICENSED PLUMBER 

 

You finally decide to get you kitchen or bathroom 

updated or that old plumbing finally gives in…..many people ask 

why do licensed plumbers cost more than a handyman? Why not 

just have a handyman come in and do the job?  Simply put, would 

you go to a person standing on the sidewalk and get medical 

advice? No you want a licensed physician. Licensed plumbers 

have had four years of schooling and at least 8,000 hours of on the 

job training plus pass a written and practical exam to get their 

license. Most handymen do not have this licensing or training, if 

they did they would be licensed contractors.  In order to be a 

licensed contractor then you have to be bonded, insured and 

covered for liability in case that “unexpected thing happens” 

If the job is not done properly you could end up with 

major issues that most handymen are not properly insured or 

bonded to cover such as a flooded home, fire or in worse case a 

gas leak from a gas water heater, or gas piping installation, here at 

Drake Mechanical if we make a mistake we will fix it and any 

resulting damages and we are licensed and bonded and insured to 

cover that. Make sure that whoever you invite into your home is 

fully licensed and insured, they may cost a little more but the 

peace of mind is well worth it. 

 

A good handyman will tell you to call a licensed plumber for any 

plumbing work being done. 
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What to do when you have a Plumbing Emergency 

 

You get out of bed in the middle of the night and you find yourself in a pool. Ok, most 

plumbing leaks are not that bad but, when they happen to you, even a small leak is huge 

when you don’t know how to stop it. 

 
1. If the water is coming from a specific fixture like a faucet or toilet, look for the shut of valve 

for that fixture and turn it clockwise to shut it off. 

2. The shut off valve for faucets is usually under the sink near the floor or for a toilet they are 

on the wall behind the toilet. 

3. If the leak does not seem to be coming from a specific fixture or you can not locate the shut 

off valve you can shut the water off to the whole house using the main shut off valve.  You 

may want to familiarize yourself with the specific location of the main shut off before such a 

problem occurs to save yourself time, stress, and money if such a leak occurs in the future.  

4. Call your water company for emergency shutoff. 

 

 

www.webaddress.com 
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TO SAVE YOU MONEY WE 

OFFER HIGH EFFICIENCY, 

ENVIRONMENTALLY 

FRIENDLY RHEEM HOT 

WATER HEATING 

PRODUCTS.  FOR MORE 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO 

START SAVING MONEY 

WITH RHEEM 

PROFESSIONAL ENERGY 

STAR WATER HEATERS 

PLEASE CALL US FOR AN 

APPOINTMENT AT  

208-362-6200 OR CONTACT 

US ON OUR WEBSITE AT  

http://www.drakemechanical.co

m/contact-us.htm 

 
 

 

LOOK FOR THE GUYS IN THE  

BIG………….. 

YELLOW ……… 

TRUCKS! 

 

 

 

http://www.drakemechanical.com/
http://www.drakemechanical.com/blog
http://www.drakemechanical.com/contact-us.htm
http://www.drakemechanical.com/contact-us.htm

